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Term 1, 2020 

To our school communities 
Happy New Year and New Decade to our school communities. We wish you a fantastic 2020. PMSA 
Communique is produced quarterly for our PMSA school community to share recent news of the 
PMSA Group’s news and activities. 

Welcome new Principal 
Clayfield College’s seventh Principal Dr 
Andrew Cousins started with the Clayfield 
College in early January returning to 
Queensland from Perth. The PMSA Board 
and Group warmly welcome Dr Cousins 
and his family and wish him all the best 
wishes for the coming year.  

Andrew says he was drawn to Clayfield’s 
reputation of a small school with a big 
heart. “The College community inspires people to come together. The warm and friendly extended 
Clayfield College family is something which you have to experience to truly understand,” he said.  

Term dates for 2021 
Have you enjoyed your Christmas 
holidays and want to plan for next year? 
In consultation with our four PMSA 
schools, the PMSA has set the term 
dates for 2021. These are also available 
on our website. Happy 2021 holiday 
planning! 

Fabulous OP performances for Year 12s 
A big congratulations to Year 12 students and teachers who 
performed outstandingly in the OP results for 2019 well above 
the state average of 23 per cent. Our students enjoyed 
coverage in newspapers and on TV following the results. 
Here’s a snapshot of our schools’ OP eligible student results. 
To find out more, check out each school’s website. 

Percentage of students who received an OP 1-5 
• Brisbane Boys’ College – 40.3 per cent 
• Clayfield College – 30 per cent 
• Somerville House – 41 per cent 
• Sunshine Coast Grammar School – 43.9 per cent 



 

PMSA Communique Term 1 2020 / 2 
 

Farewell to long-serving staff and Board members 
Several long-serving senior staff and Board members retired at the end of 2019. Clayfield College 
Principal Kathy Bishop and Brisbane Boys’ College Chaplain Graham Cole, who served the BBC 
community for 28 years, were farewelled at several significant events while PMSA Board members 
Dr Anne Bennett and Professor Emeritus Jennifer Radbourne also retired during the latter part of 
2019.  

As Chairs of Clayfield 
College and Grammar 
School Councils, their 
retirements made way for 
new appointments. The 
PMSA would like to thank 
these staff and Board 
members for their loyal 
and dedicated service. We 
wish them happiness and 
health for their future.  

New School Council Chairs and members  
Following the retirement of the School Council Chairs for Clayfield College and Sunshine Coast 
Grammar School in 2019, SCGS School Council member John Glaister has been appointed Chair of 
Sunshine Coast Grammar School Council while Clayfield College Council member and Old 
Collegian Sandra McCullagh has been appointed Chair of Clayfield College Council.  

In addition to these Chair appointments, the PMSA 
Board has appointed three new School Council 
members: past parent Maribel Reyna-Cruz to the 
Somerville House School Council in November and 
current parent Ken Watson and past BBC parent 
Chris Wright to the Sunshine Coast Grammar 
School Council in January 2020. Both are strong 
supporters of the Christian ethos that PMSA 
schools provide.  

Congratulations and 
welcome to these new 
members. To see the 
details of these School 
Council members, please 
see their profiles on 
school websites or PMSA 
news.  

https://pmsa-schools.edu.au/news/
https://pmsa-schools.edu.au/news/
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PMSA Teacher Education Scholarship 2020 winners  

This year’s PMSA Teacher Education Scholarship winners are a positive sign for the future of 
teaching with three of the four winners male students.  

This year’s Scholarship winners were Brisbane Boys’ College graduates Jack Ryan and Nicholas 
Fowles and Thomas Yarrow and Clayfield College graduate Lily Andrews.  

2019 graduates Jack and Nicholas will this year undertake dual degrees in arts and secondary 
education at the University of Queensland (UQ) while 2018 graduate Thomas will add a Bachelor of 
Education to his Bachelor of Music studies at UQ for 2020. 

2019 Year 12 Clayfield College graduate Lily Andrews was also awarded the Scholarship and will 
study a Bachelor of Early Childhood and Primary Education at Australian Catholic University.  

PMSA awards the Teacher Education Scholarships annually to up to four recent graduates from a 
PMSA school who are studying teaching and are each worth $2,000 per year for up to four years. 
The aim of the Scholarships is to foster a respect for the importance of teaching as a profession; 
foster Christian faith and values in schools and encourage future teachers who hold Christian 
beliefs and values; and assist aspiring teachers of Christian conviction to complete an approved 
teacher education program to enable them to make a difference in the schools they serve. 

New Staff Orientation and raising funds for bushfire victims 
The PMSA warmly welcomed 120 new staff from all four PMSA schools, the PMSA Group Office as 
well as Board members, School Council members and Committee members at the annual new 
staff orientation day in January. 

Beginning the day with a devotion service in BBC’s beautiful Chapel of St Andrew, the staff heard 
from speakers across the day about PMSA’s history and 
strategic plan, Code of Conduct and Child Protection 
expectations to ensure our student are safe. We were also 
delighted to welcome again former police officer and 
cyber safety expert Brett Lee.  

Thank you too to all who generously donated a total of 
more than $500 to the PMSA’s bushfire appeal at the 
Devotion Service which we will be donating equally to 
the UCA Assembly’s National Disaster Relief Fund and 
the Presbyterian Church’s Jericho Road Bushfire Appeal.  

https://assembly.uca.org.au/donate
https://jerichoroad.org.au/bushfire-appeal/
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Sharing Christmas with The Smith Family  
The PMSA Group Office was proud to be a collection centre and volunteer 
for The Smith Family Toy and Book Appeal during Christmas, which 
provides 80,000 toys and 50,000 books to 27,000 ‘Learning for Life’ 
students and their families, a program which supports families to keep 
disadvantaged kids in school. PMSA Chief Executive Officer said the 
program is closely aligned with the PMSA mission to provide outstanding 
learning environments, our vision to build caring school communities 
and our values of care, excellence and personal development.  

BREAKING NEWS: New PMSA Chair elected 
The PMSA Board is pleased to announce Morgan Parker as the 
incoming PMSA Chair effective 20 March 2020 following the 
retirement of current Chair Greg Adsett.  

A recognised philanthropist and current PMSA Deputy Chair, Morgan 
will bring his extensive experience serving on many boards over the 
last 18 years in commercial, not-for-profit and industry organisations. 
Currently, Morgan serves on five boards and has spent the last 25 
years working internationally as a senior executive in complex, large 
organisations.  

Now a full-time non-executive board member, Morgan’s passion for 
PMSA schools’ long-standing traditions and PMSA's role in educating 
young men and women of significance is evident. “My focus as Chair 
will be on ensuring the PMSA is a healthy and vibrant organisation 
providing world-class education in a Christian setting,” he said.  

More information 
If you would like more information about the PMSA or any of these stories, please see our website 
for news at pmsa-schools.edu.au, Facebook page @PMSchoolsAssociation or LinkedIn page. If you 
would like to receive information like this Communique straight to your inbox, please let us know 
your details at pmsa-schools.edu.au/contact.  We also welcome meeting with you directly. If you 
would like to meet with me or a PMSA Board Member, please contact us via email 
communications@pmsa-schools.edu.au or phone (07) 3371 0709.  

On behalf of the PMSA Group, I wish you all the best for the start of the new decade and 2020.  

 
Sharon Callister, Chief Executive Officer 

About the PMSA 
The PMSA owns four of south east Queensland’s outstanding independent schools – Brisbane Boys' College, Clayfield 
College, Somerville House and Sunshine Coast Grammar School. The PMSA was formed in 1918 and is an ecumenical co-
operation between the Presbyterian and Uniting Churches to provide education founded on strong Christian values. 
Operating each school together with a School Council, the PMSA provides the strategy and framework that fosters 
excellence in teaching and learning, a caring Christian culture, and governance and policy-making support.  

http://www.pmsa-schools.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/PMSchoolsAssociation/
https://pmsa-schools.edu.au/contact
mailto:communications@pmsa-schools.edu.au
http://www.bbc.qld.edu.au/
http://www.clayfield.qld.edu.au/
http://www.clayfield.qld.edu.au/
http://www.somerville.qld.edu.au/
http://www.scgs.qld.edu.au/

