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Term 4, 2019 

To our school communities 
After a busy third term for all of our PMSA schools, and with the school year quickly coming to an 
end, we are pleased to share some recent news of the PMSA Group’s activities. 

New Principal at Clayfield College 
The PMSA and the Clayfield College Council have announced the 
appointment of Dr Andrew Cousins as the seventh Principal of Clayfield 
College. Dr Cousins is currently Deputy Principal of Presbyterian Ladies’ 
College in Perth and will return to Queensland for the role in January 2020. 

Dr Cousins’ strong spiritual and community values, passion for music and 
science together with his enthusiasm for great educational outcomes for 
students align closely to values and culture of Clayfield College. The PMSA 
and Clayfield College Council look forward to personally introducing Dr 
Cousins to the Clayfield College staff, students and community when he 
visits Brisbane in November.  

For more information, please visit the PMSA news page. 

PMSA Teacher Education Scholarship applications close soon 
for 2020 
If you’re a Year 12 student currently attending or a recent graduate from a PMSA school who is 
planning to study teaching in 2020, you might want to check out the PMSA Teacher Education 
Scholarship. Applications for a limited number of 2020 scholarships close this Friday 18 October. 

Each worth $2,000 per year for up to four years of study, the 
scholarships aim to foster a respect for the importance of 
teaching as a profession; foster Christian faith and values in 
schools and encourage future teachers who hold Christian beliefs 
and values; and assist aspiring teachers of Christian conviction to 
complete an approved teacher education program to enable 
them to make a difference in the schools they serve. 

The interesting stories of three past PMSA school graduates and 
Teacher Education Scholarship recipients – Meg Wilkinson from 
Clayfield College (pictured), Lachlan Johnstone from Brisbane 
Boys’ College and Anita Wood (née Pointon) from Somerville 
House – were featured on our website and Facebook page 
recently. It’s exciting to follow the journeys of our talented past 
students and emerging teachers of the future.  

For more information on the scholarships, eligibility and criteria, 
please download the application form on the Scholarships page of the PMSA website. 
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Somerville House celebrates 120 years 
Somerville House this month celebrates 120 years with a number of events 
across the country, including a Commemoration Day Service and Lunch on 
Friday 11 October, an Old Girls’ Birthday Lunch on Saturday 12 October and 
Celebratory High Teas in Sydney, Melbourne and Canberra.  

The PMSA congratulates the Somerville House community and is proud of 
Somerville House’s long history of strong leadership, student achievements, and 
ability to fulfil the PMSA’s mission of providing outstanding teaching and 
learning environments built on the teachings and examples of Jesus Christ.  We 
look forward to celebrating this momentous occasion with you.  

Governance update – New School Council Charters  
The PMSA’s governance reform project is coming to an end with the overwhelming majority of 
reforms now completed and implemented. These changes and the collaborative work undertaken 
across the Group will position the PMSA as an industry leader in Australian school governance. 

One of the most significant recent reforms is the finalisation of the School Council Charters which 
clearly define roles and responsibilities. These Charters are now published on the PMSA website as 
well as on the governance pages on our school websites.   

Shortly, we will issue our final Governance Reform Update. Despite this specific reform project 
coming to a close, we know governance reform is an ongoing process. The PMSA is committed to 
ongoing governance improvements as highlighted in our Strategic Plan 2019-2023. If at any time 
you would like to meet with our Group Office staff or a Board Member, please get in touch by 
emailing communications@pmsa-schools.edu.au or phoning (07) 3371 0709.  

New School Council members 

             
The PMSA Board has appointed five outstanding female professionals as new members of the 
BBC, Clayfield College and Somerville House School Councils. Past parent Colleen Clur has been 
appointed to the BBC Council, current parent Bridget Cullen and Sally Kift have both been 
appointed to the Clayfield College Council, while current parent Fleur Wilkinson (née Johnston) 
and past student Allison Muller have both been appointed to the Somerville House School Council.  

To see the details of these School Council members, please see the School Council page of each 
school’s website or PMSA news.   
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New Chaplain for Brisbane Boys’ College in 2020 
The PMSA is delighted to share the news of the appointment of 
Stephen Ward to the position of Chaplain at Brisbane Boys’ 
College from 1 January 2020. Much-loved current College 
Chaplain Graham Cole, who has been in the role for 27 years, will 
retire at the end of 2019. 

For the past nine years, Stephen has been the College Chaplain at 
John Paul College at Daisy Hill. Stephen sees his vocation as a 
Chaplain as being the calling of God in his life. He says that, “there 

is nothing better than being in a school environment where you can help young people explore 
faith, values, service, identity, gifts and talents”. See the PMSA website for more on Stephen Ward.  

Combined PMSA school activities 

Throughout Term 3, PMSA schools’ students and staff came together on several occasions giving 
students the opportunity to network, share knowledge and enjoy friendly competition.  

Team fun for Preps to Year 2s 
Clayfield College and Brisbane Boys’ College (BBC) 
Preps, Year 1s and Year 2s braved the Spring 
heatwave in September to get together for friendly 
games and good sportsmanship with the help of 
AFLQ School Footy.  

Twice a year, the young boys and girls come 
together for a morning of friendly games to get to 
know each other and a yummy sausage sizzle 
afterwards.  

Robotics champs share on ABC Radio  
Robotics students from Brisbane Boys’ 
College and Somerville House introduced 
Kat Feeney from ABC Radio to the world of 
automated robots following their respective 
wins at the Robocup Regional Heats in July. 

BBC’s robotics teams were well placed 
going in the competition having just won 
three titles at the Robocup Junior World 
Championships held in Sydney earlier in 
July. 

Stay tuned for our student results at the 
National Championships in Melbourne in 
October.  
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More stirring performances from BBC and Clayfield College music  
At BBC’s Grand Concert in August, BBC’s and Clayfield 
College’s choirs and symphony orchestras performed a 
spine-tingling rendition of Handel’s crowning achievement 
“Messiah” Dedicated to BBC’s retiring Rev Graham Cole, the 
combined choirs and orchestras demonstrated the depth of 
their magnificent musical talent performing the amazing 
Messiah better known as the “Hallelujah chorus”. See the 
PMSA website to hear the performance.  

Earlier in the term, Brisbane Boys’ College and Clayfield College again 
combined musically to perform at the inaugural “Jazz on the Green” at 
Clayfield College. It’s a great way to while away a beautiful Brisbane 
winter sunny Sunday afternoon. 

ISCF Primary Leadership Conference on 96.5FM 
Primary students from PMSA schools met to discuss good leadership 
and to find inspiration in the Bible at the third ISCF Primary 
Leadership Conference in August. Eighty-four students from Years 3-6 
workshopped what leadership means as a Christian. A few students 
had fun sharing their ideas in an interview on 96.5FM Family.  

More information 
If you would like more information about the PMSA, please see our website for news at pmsa-
schools.edu.au, Facebook page @PMSchoolsAssociation or LinkedIn page. If you would like to 
receive information like this Communique straight to your inbox, please let us know your details at 
pmsa-schools.edu.au/contact.  We also welcome meeting with you directly. If you would like to 
meet with me or a PMSA Board Member, please contact us via email communications@pmsa-
schools.edu.au or phone (07) 3371 0709.  

On behalf of the PMSA Group, I wish you peace, blessings and all the best for the final term of 2019.  

Take care 

 
Sharon Callister 
Chief Executive Officer 

About the PMSA 
The PMSA owns four of south east Queensland’s outstanding independent schools – Brisbane Boys' College, Clayfield 
College, Somerville House and Sunshine Coast Grammar School. The PMSA was formed in 1918 and is an ecumenical co-
operation between the Presbyterian and Uniting Churches to provide education founded on strong Christian values.  

Operating each school together with a School Council, the PMSA provides the strategy and framework that fosters 
excellence in teaching and learning, a caring Christian culture, and governance and policy-making support.  
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